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“TThrough the aerial photograph, the landscape revealed  hrough the aerial photograph, the landscape revealed  
to the camera lens is translated into visual language. The visuato the camera lens is translated into visual language. The visual message is l message is 
universal, direct, immediate, easily understood, always availabluniversal, direct, immediate, easily understood, always available for ree for re--
examination, and independent of secondary sources. The aerial phexamination, and independent of secondary sources. The aerial photograph otograph 
captures scenes and events that have vanished with time, and thecaptures scenes and events that have vanished with time, and the testimony testimony 
it embodies is unassailable...The scene that appears in a singleit embodies is unassailable...The scene that appears in a single aerial aerial 
photograph is a link in the chain of the landscapephotograph is a link in the chain of the landscape’’s evers ever--changing and changing and 
everever--evolving history; there is a story that preceded it, and anotherevolving history; there is a story that preceded it, and another one that one that 
followed it.followed it.””

From:From: Historical Aerial Photograph Collection of Israel,              Historical Aerial Photograph Collection of Israel,              
Department of Geography, The Hebrew University of JerusalemDepartment of Geography, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

IllinoisIllinois’’ Digital Past Digital Past –– IntroductionIntroduction



OOn May 12, 1933, President Franklin Roosevelt signed n May 12, 1933, President Franklin Roosevelt signed 
into law the Agriculture Adjustment Act, which was into law the Agriculture Adjustment Act, which was 
originally administered by the United States Department originally administered by the United States Department 
of Agriculture, Agricultural Adjustment Administration of Agriculture, Agricultural Adjustment Administration 
(now the USDA(now the USDA--FSA).FSA).

SSince the midince the mid--1930s, the USDA has periodically 1930s, the USDA has periodically 
acquired statewide aerial photography. In the 1980s, acquired statewide aerial photography. In the 1980s, all all 
of the original 7x9 and 9x9of the original 7x9 and 9x9--inch silver nitrate negatives inch silver nitrate negatives 
for Illinoisfor Illinois’’ oldest aerial photography were destroyed oldest aerial photography were destroyed 
at the National Archives.at the National Archives.

Prior to the destruction of the original negatives, the NationalPrior to the destruction of the original negatives, the National Archives did Archives did 
make copy negatives, but these are of very poor quality and essemake copy negatives, but these are of very poor quality and essentially useless. ntially useless. 
Therefore, photographic paper prints made from the original negaTherefore, photographic paper prints made from the original negatives remain tives remain 
as the only primary record of this earliest aerial photography fas the only primary record of this earliest aerial photography for Illinois. or Illinois. 
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1938 Pulaski County, Illinois1938 Pulaski County, Illinois
Example of a contact photographic print Example of a contact photographic print 
made from the original nitrate negativemade from the original nitrate negative

Full Scale Enlargement



1938 Pulaski County, Illinois1938 Pulaski County, Illinois
Example of contact photographic print made from Example of contact photographic print made from 

the National Archives copy negativethe National Archives copy negative

Full Scale Full Scale EnlargementEnlargement



MMasking tape affixed to a 1946 aerial photograph, asking tape affixed to a 1946 aerial photograph, 
resulting in tearing away of the emulsion when it was resulting in tearing away of the emulsion when it was 
removed.   removed.   

masking  tapemasking  tape

masking  masking  
tapetape

torn torn 
emulsionemulsion

PPortion of a 1939 aerial photograph defaced ortion of a 1939 aerial photograph defaced 
with numerous pencil lines and annotation.with numerous pencil lines and annotation.
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IIn Illinois, the firstn Illinois, the first--time, statewide coverage of time, statewide coverage of 
the USDAthe USDA--AAA aerial photography was acquired AAA aerial photography was acquired 
primarily during the period of 1938primarily during the period of 1938--1941. It is 1941. It is 
now widelynow widely recognized as a unique record of the recognized as a unique record of the 
cultural and physical landscapes of Illinois. cultural and physical landscapes of Illinois. 

UUSDASDA--AAA aerial photography is intensively AAA aerial photography is intensively 
used by government agencies, surveyors, used by government agencies, surveyors, 
planners, consulting scientists and engineers, and planners, consulting scientists and engineers, and 
other individuals for diverse purposes ranging other individuals for diverse purposes ranging 
from determination of past land uses, as a from determination of past land uses, as a 
foundation for restoration projects of natural foundation for restoration projects of natural 
areas, assessing historical changes, and a variety areas, assessing historical changes, and a variety 
of other resource applications.of other resource applications.

AA detailed state listing of federal aerial detailed state listing of federal aerial 
photography is available onphotography is available on--line at the USDA line at the USDA 
Aerial Photography Field Office, and the original Aerial Photography Field Office, and the original 
film for Illinois statewide aerial photography film for Illinois statewide aerial photography 
extending back to 1955 is also archived at the extending back to 1955 is also archived at the 
USDAUSDA--APFO (http:www.apfo.usda.gov/).APFO (http:www.apfo.usda.gov/).

July 1939July 1939

Cranberry Lake and Marsh Cranberry Lake and Marsh 
Round Lake Beach             Round Lake Beach             
Lake County, IllinoisLake County, Illinois

April 1999April 1999



ALEXANDER COUNTYALEXANDER COUNTY
FRONT AND WEST; TAMMS, IL 62988FRONT AND WEST; TAMMS, IL 62988--01580158
Telephone Number: (618) 747Telephone Number: (618) 747--23052305
17003 (BFZ ) Square Mile Land Use: 24817003 (BFZ ) Square Mile Land Use: 248

RES             BNDRES             BND
PROG     %COV         YEAR         SCL             FILM FMT QTY PROG     %COV         YEAR         SCL             FILM FMT QTY RECT REMARKSRECT REMARKS
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NAPP3 NAPP3 100 100 1998 1998 40 40 BWBW NN
NAPP2 NAPP2 100 100 1996 1996 40 40 BWBW NN
NRCS NRCS 100 100 1993 1993 40 40 BW      LI       1      N   PROJECT SHEET 7BW      LI       1      N   PROJECT SHEET 7
NAPP1 NAPP1 100 100 1988 1988 40 40 CIRP   SI       1      YCIRP   SI       1      Y
NHAP1 NHAP1 100100 1982 1982 60 60 CIRP CIRP NN
FSA FSA 100 100 1980 1980 40 40 BW      PI       4     N    2320BW      PI       4     N    2320
FSA FSA 100 100 1971 1971 20 20 BW      PI       2     N    2319BW      PI       2     N    2319
FSA FSA 100 100 1965 1965 20 20 BW      PI       4     N    2318BW      PI       4     N    2318
SCS SCS 100 100 1960 1960 8 8 BW      PI       1     N    HORSESHOE LAKEBW      PI       1     N    HORSESHOE LAKE
SCS SCS 100 100 1960 1960 10 10 BW      PI       1     N    BROWNSVILLE CREEKBW      PI       1     N    BROWNSVILLE CREEK
FSA FSA 100 100 1959 1959 20 20 BW      PI       1     N    2317BW      PI       1     N    2317
FSA FSA 100 100 1956 1956 20 20 BW      PI       1     N    2316BW      PI       1     N    2316

Sample county listing from the USDASample county listing from the USDA--APFO Film Catalog. APFO Film Catalog. 
Digitization of the original aerial photography film listed Digitization of the original aerial photography film listed 
below is a standard APFO data product and is made below is a standard APFO data product and is made 
available available for a fee onfor a fee on CD, DVD and other media.CD, DVD and other media.
(http://www.apfo.usda.gov/filmcatalogs/il.pdf)(http://www.apfo.usda.gov/filmcatalogs/il.pdf)



Illinois Historical Aerial Photography Digital Archive ProjectIllinois Historical Aerial Photography Digital Archive Project
2001: Digital preservation project initiated by the Illinois Dep2001: Digital preservation project initiated by the Illinois Department of Natural artment of Natural 
Resources and the Illinois Department of Transportation to scan Resources and the Illinois Department of Transportation to scan the 1936the 1936--1941 aerial 1941 aerial 
photography for 25 Illinois counties. photography for 25 Illinois counties. 

Office of Water 
Resources 

Office of Resource 
Conservation Office of Realty and 

Environmental Planning

2003:  USACE2003:  USACE--Rock Island District provided funding to Rock Island District provided funding to 
develop the Illinois Historical Aerial Photography (ILHAP) develop the Illinois Historical Aerial Photography (ILHAP) 
website, establishing onwebsite, establishing on--line access to the digital archive.line access to the digital archive.

20042004--2005:  Federal IMLS National 2005:  Federal IMLS National 
Leadership Grant awarded to ISL and Leadership Grant awarded to ISL and 
ISGS for extending the ILHAP digital ISGS for extending the ILHAP digital 
archive and website enhancements, and to archive and website enhancements, and to 
establish standards.establish standards.

July 15, 2005:  Submission of proposal July 15, 2005:  Submission of proposal 
to NEH Grants to Preserve and Create to NEH Grants to Preserve and Create 
Access to Humanities Collections.Access to Humanities Collections.



http://www.isgs.uiuc.edu/nsdihome/webdocs/ilhap/http://www.isgs.uiuc.edu/nsdihome/webdocs/ilhap/

ILHAP Project StatusILHAP Project Status

•• DDigitization completed igitization completed 
for 15,915 of Illinoisfor 15,915 of Illinois’’
oldest statewide aerial oldest statewide aerial 
photographs (45 counties)photographs (45 counties)

•• OOnn--line Internet access line Internet access 
is available through the is available through the 
ISGS Clearinghouse ISGS Clearinghouse 
website at the URL website at the URL 
address shown belowaddress shown below

•• SSince the ILHAP ince the ILHAP 
website was established in website was established in 
late 2003, there have been late 2003, there have been 
over 2 million photos over 2 million photos 
viewed or downloadedviewed or downloaded

•• DDigitization of 5,300 igitization of 5,300 
additional photos (14 additional photos (14 
counties) is needed to counties) is needed to 
complete a digital archive complete a digital archive 
of the oldest statewide of the oldest statewide 
aerial photographsaerial photographs for the for the 
entire Illinois River Basinentire Illinois River Basin



http://www.isgs.uiuc.edu/nsdihome/webdocs/ilhap/http://www.isgs.uiuc.edu/nsdihome/webdocs/ilhap/



http://www.isgs.uiuc.edu/nsdihome/webdocs/ilhap/http://www.isgs.uiuc.edu/nsdihome/webdocs/ilhap/



OnOn--Line Digitized 1939Line Digitized 1939 Peoria County Photo Index Peoria County Photo Index 



http://www.isgs.uiuc.edu/nsdihome/webdocs/ilhap/http://www.isgs.uiuc.edu/nsdihome/webdocs/ilhap/

ArcIMS interactive webpage from ILHAP website ArcIMS interactive webpage from ILHAP website 

Photo Centers



Peoria Lake and Environs Peoria Lake and Environs —— April 1998 and July 1939April 1998 and July 1939

submerged treessubmerged trees
photo centersphoto centers



Peoria Lake and Environs, PeoriaPeoria Lake and Environs, Peoria--Tazewell Counties Tazewell Counties 
July 8, 1939July 8, 1939



Rice Lake State Fish & Wildlife Area Rice Lake State Fish & Wildlife Area —— April 1998 and July 1939April 1998 and July 1939

19981998
19391939



Rice Lake State Fish & Wildlife Area Rice Lake State Fish & Wildlife Area —— July 1939July 1939



Landsat TM satellite image of Lake County, Illinois Landsat TM satellite image of Lake County, Illinois 
October 1, 1999October 1, 1999

Gages LakeGages Lake



Gages Lake and Environs Gages Lake and Environs –– Lake County, Illinois Lake County, Illinois 
19391939--1999 Comparison1999 Comparison



Inset AreaInset Area

Cache River and Environs Cache River and Environs –– Pulaski & Alexander Counties Pulaski & Alexander Counties 
Landsat TM satellite image Landsat TM satellite image –– October 1, 2000October 1, 2000



August 1938April 1998

Cache River and Environs Cache River and Environs –– Pulaski & Alexander Counties Pulaski & Alexander Counties 
August 23, 1938August 23, 1938



Perspective view of Hogans Bottoms Perspective view of Hogans Bottoms 
Union County Union County –– 19981998



Perspective view of Hogans Bottoms Perspective view of Hogans Bottoms 
Union County Union County –– 19381938

““The rate of deforestation in southern Illinois during the early The rate of deforestation in southern Illinois during the early part of the 20th century rivals, and in some areas part of the 20th century rivals, and in some areas 
surpasses that of tropical deforestation occurring today.surpasses that of tropical deforestation occurring today.”” (Illinois Department of Natural Resources)(Illinois Department of Natural Resources)


